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of Leipzig, whereas Frederick Augustus had re-
mained true to Napoleon until taken prisoner, they
had themselves severed the bond with their King.
They had taken an actual oath of obedience to the
allied sovereigns, and, in addition, the Saxon King's
reinstatement in even a part of his domains had
been made under the condition that he should
liberate these soldiers from their oath.

All the same it was known at Prussian head-
quarters that there was likely to be difficulty with
the Saxon contingent and the conversation is
recorded that took place between Bliicher and
Gneisenau when the King's order to segregate the
Prussian from the Saxon subjects arrived. It was
on the first of May. " What will happen/' asked
Bliicher, "if we try to carry out the cabinet order? "
"There will be a revolt," was the answer. "Well,
what is to be done?" " Obey/' declared Gneisenau;
"we must carry it through, come what may."

It was Gneisenau who addressed the Saxon
commanders on the 2d of May, announcing that
the separation was to take place and that no
interference of any kind would be permitted.
"Rather," he declared, "than permit in our midst
a corps that plots in secret I will command, sirs,
that the way to France be opened to you and let
you share the fate of Bonaparte. For I should
prefer to see you drawn up against us as open
enemies to having you in our midst as false
friends/'

Even as Gneisenau was speaking a mob of sol-